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USAID at UNGA 2024:

A Global Commitment to Action
New York, 28.09.2024, 18:05 Time

Global Strategic Communications - Discover how USAID'’s strategic initiatives at the 79th UNGA are driving global development.
From humanitarian aid in Sudan to fostering democratic resilience in Fiji, USAID’s focus on long-term stability, governance, and health
shows a commitment to sustainable progress across vulnerable regions.

At the 79th session of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA), USAID played a pivotal role in addressing global challenges,
announcing significant funding commitments and partnerships aimed at tackling issues from humanitarian crises to democratic
governance. This year's gathering, which saw participation from over 190 member states, underscored the importance of multilateral
efforts to address climate change, food security, and democratic stability.

Key Announcements and Initiatives

USAID, under the leadership of Administrator Samantha Power, showcased its continued commitment to global development through
several key funding announcements. Notably, USAID and UNICEF launched a $150 million partnership to eliminate lead exposure
globally, a pressing health crisis disproportionately affecting children in low-income regions. Additionally, the U.S. mobilized $517
million to support democratic transitions worldwide, reinforcing its stance on fostering open societies in an era where authoritarianism
is on the rise?? (USAID).

One of the standout moments was the announcement of nearly $424 million in humanitarian assistance for Sudan, highlighting
USAID’s focus on conflict-affected regions. The agency also committed almost $200 million to support Rohingya refugees in
Bangladesh, signaling continued support for one of the world’s most prolonged refugee crises?(USAID).

Democracy Delivers Initiative

In partnership with the Ford Foundation, USAID also hosted the "Democracy Delivers" event, which brought together leaders and civil
society representatives from countries undergoing democratic transitions. Fiji's President Ratu Wiliame Katonivere joined Samantha
Power to emphasize the progress made in democratic governance in Fiji, a country included in the USAID "Democracy Delivers"
initiative earlier this year. This event reiterated the U.S. commitment to strengthening governance structures in regions where
democracy is fragile?(USAID).

Analysis: Strategic Global Engagement

The United States' strategic global engagement, as demonstrated through USAID’s initiatives at the 79th United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA), reveals a multifaceted approach to fostering global stability. At the heart of USAID’s efforts is a clear
understanding that long-term peace and prosperity are intrinsically linked to democratic governance, human rights, and effective
humanitarian aid. This isn't just about providing immediate relief—although that remains crucial—but about laying the foundation for
sustainable development.

Take the conflict in Sudan and the ongoing Rohingya refugee crisis in Bangladesh as examples. USAID’s decision to allocate nearly
$424 million in humanitarian assistance for Sudan directly addresses the severe impacts of the country’s internal conflict??(USAID). In
parallel, nearly $200 million has been earmarked for Rohingya refugees, acknowledging that ongoing displacement cannot be solved
through temporary measures alone. These investments illustrate USAID’s ability to act swiftly, while also considering the long-term
needs of displaced communities. The strategic emphasis on collaboration—with local governments, international partners, and civil
society—ensures that these funds don't just address immediate needs but foster conditions for future stability?(USAID).

What makes USAID’s approach at UNGA particularly noteworthy is its dual focus on humanitarian aid and democratic resilience. In
countries like Fiji, which has made significant strides in democratic reform, USAID’s support through the "Democracy Delivers"
initiative provides not only funding but also technical assistance aimed at reinforcing democratic institutions?(USAID). By targeting
countries at crucial points in their democratic transitions, USAID reinforces a core belief: democracy, when nurtured, can be a
stabilizing force even in the most fragile environments.



This future-focused agenda goes beyond the immediate crises. USAID’s broader initiatives, such as the $150 million partnership with
UNICEF to combat lead poisoning globally, address systemic health issues that undermine development in vulnerable regions?. When
populations are healthy, they can better engage in the educational and governance reforms needed for democratic resilience.
Similarly, USAID’s food security initiatives, especially in conflict-prone areas like Sudan, highlight the intersection of humanitarian aid
and governance. Food insecurity often exacerbates social tensions, and by tackling this issue, USAID helps create a more stable
environment conducive to democratic governance?.
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Similarly, USAID’s food security initiatives, especially in conflict-prone areas like Sudan, highlight the intersection of humanitarian aid
and governance. Food insecurity often exacerbates social tensions, and by tackling this issue, USAID helps create a more stable
environment conducive to democratic governance?.

It is crucial to recognize that this isn't a unilateral effort. USAID’s approach is collaborative, leveraging partnerships with multilateral
organizations like the United Nations and the Ford Foundation, and drawing on the expertise of local actors. This decentralized model
of governance—whereby USAID empowers local partners—is essential for fostering ownership over democratic processes and
development initiatives?(USAID)?. By prioritizing local engagement, USAID is also ensuring that its programs are culturally
appropriate and that they address the specific needs of each region.

At UNGA, USAID’s actions signal a deeper strategic intent: addressing the root causes of global instability. Whether it's the
democratic backsliding seen in certain parts of the world or the humanitarian impacts of protracted conflicts, USAID is positioning itself
as both a first responder and a long-term partner in rebuilding governance structures. In doing so, the agency is paving the way for
more resilient and self-sufficient nations that are better equipped to handle future challenges.

This comprehensive approach—Ilinking immediate aid to longer-term governance and health improvements—reflects the U.S.’s belief
that development must be holistic to be effective. The commitments made at UNGA are not isolated gestures; they are part of a
broader strategic engagement that underscores the importance of multilateralism in addressing global challenges?(USAID)?(The
Washington Informer). By reinforcing democratic systems, promoting human rights, and addressing the drivers of instability, USAID is
fostering a world that is more stable, more democratic, and more prosperous for all.

In essence, USAID’s actions at UNGA reveal a deep understanding of the complex interplay between humanitarian aid, democracy,
and long-term stability. The strategic focus on collaboration and future-focused initiatives ensures that U.S. foreign aid is not merely
reactive but part of a broader vision for sustainable development across the globe. By linking immediate relief efforts—such as the
$424 million allocated to conflict zones like Sudan—with long-term investments in democracy and governance, USAID is aiming to
cultivate an environment where communities can not only recover but thrive?(usaid)?.

The inclusion of initiatives like the "Democracy Delivers" program underscores the U.S.’s commitment to strengthening governance
systems in nations undergoing democratic transitions, such as Fiji. By empowering local governments and civil society organizations
to take the lead, USAID fosters ownership and resilience at the grassroots level, ultimately contributing to more sustainable
governance structures?(usaid). This is critical in fragile regions where weak institutions can lead to a cycle of instability and conflict.

Furthermore, USAID's emphasis on public health, as evidenced by its partnership with UNICEF to eliminate lead exposure globally,
illustrates the agency’s recognition of the interconnected nature of development. Health crises, if left unaddressed, can undermine
governance and economic growth. By tackling systemic health issues, USAID not only helps communities today but also sets the
stage for stronger democratic engagement and economic progress in the future?.

This holistic approach—Ilinking health, governance, and economic opportunity—demonstrates that USAID’s efforts are not simply
about responding to crises as they arise. Instead, they reflect a long-term, strategic commitment to addressing the underlying causes
of global instability. Whether through reinforcing democratic institutions, improving public health, or ensuring food security, USAID's
initiatives are part of a larger vision for global peace and prosperity.

In conclusion, USAID’s presence at UNGA solidifies the agency’s role as a leading force in global development, one that not only
reacts to immediate humanitarian needs but also works tirelessly to build resilient societies. By fostering partnerships with
governments, multilateral organizations, and local communities, USAID ensures that its programs have a lasting impact. The



commitments made at UNGA reflect a future where development is not just about aid but about empowering nations to stand on their
own, driven by strong democratic values, good governance, and a commitment to human dignity ?(washingtoninformer)?(usaid).
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